Keeping Tabs on
Opioids: Eaton County
In the past twenty years, abuse of prescription opioids
has risen dramatically across the country. According to
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
opioid abuse is a public health crisis, with deaths due to
drug overdoses more than tripling between 1999 and
2017. In 2017, more than 70,000 died of overdoses in
the United States, with 68 percent of these involving a
prescription or illicit opioid.

DATA IN ACTION REPORT 2019

Barry-Eaton District Health Department, on behalf of
ECSAAG, began a project in 2018 to systematically
collect and analyze data about opioids and their effects
on our communities. This publication includes both a
description of the data that’s currently housed in the
Surveillance System, as well as the data planned to be
included later this year. We also present some key
highlights to update the community about the opioid
crisis in Eaton County.

Note: this surveillance system is preliminary; see the next page for more information on proposed indicators.

Opioid Supplya
Retail opioid prescriptions dispensed per 100 persons per year

While Eaton County’s rate of opiates dispensed is
decreasing, it’s rate is still high compared to Michigan,
the U.S., and surrounding counties.

Eaton County, 85.7

Youth Used

Crimee

About 1 in 12 eleventh graders report using a prescription
drug that wasn’t prescribed to them in the past month.

The rate of narcotic incidents was fairly stable in the past
few years, although it did increase in the late 2000’s.

Treatmentg

Deathsh

The rate of treatment for opiates as the primary drug of
abuse is lower in Eaton Co. than in Michigan as a whole.

Proposed Indicators
If you or your organization has access to
opioid-related data that would be relevant for
this project, please contact us!





While the rate of opioid overdose deaths fell in 2017, they
were generally increasing before then, and on several
occasions the rate was higher than Michigan’s.

Child Removals (MDHHS)

Naloxone Administration (Eaton

County)
Overdose-related law
enforcement cases (Police/Sherriff)

Neonatal Withdrawal Syndrome
(MDHHS)
Emergency Department visit chief
complaints (Michigan Syndromic
Surveillance System)

Please contact Anne Barna at abarna@bedhd.org for detailed information on data sources, or a copy of the Opioid Surveillance System Excel File.

https://www.facebook.com/
ECSAAG/
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